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Estate Tax Remains “Hot Issue” for Small Business

I 2001, huge projected budget surpluses motivated Congress to sunset the Federal Estate Tax
Ak A "Death Tax™. Budget deficits in 2008, howewer, have the Obama administration campaigning
to once again raise estate tax rates on top earners. How the issue will finally shake out at year's end
iz still to be determined.

Founr Potential Scenarios:

1. Presidemt Obama’s proposal — Moving forward, estate tax exemptions wiould remain set at the
F3.8 million threshold, no repeal would be enacted.

2. A Tull repeal - Demaocrats say eliminating the tax altogether will cost more than $500 hillion over &
decade. But Eepuhlicans assert that diven current economic conditions, Americans and small
businesses need a full repeal of the estate tax

3. A compromise — To date, small businesses have woiced support far a sighificantly higher tax
exemption — perhaps as much as §7 -10 million.

4. Status quo - [f Condgress takes no action in 2009, the estate taxwill disappear altogether in 2010,
I 2011, itwwould increase dramatically to pre-2001 levels (51 million exemption — a tax rate of 55%).
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Where Do You Stand on This Issue®?

SBSB wants to know what you think of the following proposals sowe can
speak with State and Federal lawmakers on your behalf, Yoice your
apinion now by vating on these surey questions:

Yrur mamicn couals!

1. Would you support a permanent, full repeal of the estate tax?

2. Do you support the current one-year full repeal of the estate tax in 2010, followed by a return to
pre-2001 levels {$1 million for individuals) in 20117

3. F the estate tax is reinstated in 20110, would you support a new, higher
$7 million proposed threshold (double the current $3.5 million)?

Click Here to Vote Mo

"Legislation Can Put™ou Out of Business Faster Than Competition.”
Francis R. Carroll, Founder of SBSH
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